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River: Arkansas River 

Trip: 2 Day Extreme Whitewater Rafting/Camping Trip.  Class IV-V.  33 miles. 

Meeting Place: Wilderness Aware Headquarters, in Johnson Village near Buena Vista, CO. 

Times:  Meeting time is 8:00am, trips depart daily at 9:00am.  Get back to the office at about 6pm on Day 2. River 

times outlined below are approximate.  

Closest Major Airports:  Colorado Springs (COS) – 2 hours, Denver (DIA) – 3 hours. 

Meals Provided:  Continental Breakfast, delicious smorgasbord lunches along the river, a hearty dinner, dessert 

and a full breakfast at camp. 

Season: May - Labor Day 

 

Itinerary: Combine two of the Arkansas’ most challenging whitewater sections into an action-packed 2 Day trip. 

This trip has it all – exciting whitewater, spectacular views of Colorado’s tallest mountain range, and a feeling of 

getting away from the daily grind. Having specialized in running multi-day rafting trips since 1976, Wilderness 

Aware has run more overnight trips on the Arkansas than any other outfitter. This experience gives us the 

competitive edge when it comes to organizing your adventure. The Arkansas offers some of the most continuous 

whitewater in the West.    

 

Day 1-  

8:00 am: Before the trip you will meet at our office right along the banks of the Arkansas River.  Enjoy a free 

continental breakfast after checking-in with our office staff for a pre-trip briefing.  Your guides will be available to 

help pack your gear (camp clothing, sleeping bag and pad) in an overnight bag. Everyone gets their very own 

souvenir insulated coffee mug to keep after the trip.  Tents are packed away separately.   

 

9:00 am: Once you are suited up, your trip leader will give you a comprehensive safety orientation with plenty of 

time for questions. You will have the confidence needed to handle anything that comes up during the trip. You will 

be whisked to the river for your two-day adventure. 

 

10:00 am: There is only a short time to practice the skills needed to handle one of the toughest sections of the 

Arkansas. Within half a mile you’ll begin a series of rapids that will test your skill, concentration and endurance. 

The rapids in the not-so-creatively-named Numbers section with rapids named “One” through “Seven” are big, 

rocky, and steep.  There’s not much time to catch your breath or dry off as you conquer these demanding rapids.  

You may even have an opportunity to try river “surfing” in the Trash Can! 

 

In June, when the river is swollen with snowmelt, prepare for a wet and wild ride with towering waves and 

powerful currents – a wetsuit is required for rafting at this time of year.  During late July and August, the river 

changes, requiring technical maneuvers around rocks and dropping through narrow chutes.  As the river warms, 

wetsuits disappear and are replaced by swimsuits, providing opportunities to splash fight with new friends or even 

swim through the Swiss-cheese rock!   
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12:00 pm:  A well-deserved lunch break gives you time to dry out and stretch your legs while soaking in the 

sweeping mountain views. Enjoy some tasty hors d’oeuvres while the guides prepare a hearty, deli-style lunch next 

to the river.  

 

1:00 pm: After lunch we enter The Narrows. Class IV Miracle Mile begins with fast moving water and tight 

moves.  The Narrows features a continuous gradient keeping the action moving fast.  There is virtually no flat 

water on this section. Other Class IV drops include Frog Rock Rapid, The Silver Bullet, and House Rock. 

 

3:00 pm: Conveniently, the river trip ends at our headquarters on the river,  it is just a short 100-yard walk back to 

your car and your dry clothes. After loading your overnight bag into the shuttle vehicle drive to your campsite 

along the river. 

 

4:30 pm: After setting up your tent take some time to explore the along the river’s edge or relax and enjoy happy 

hour with a beautiful mountain backdrop.  

 

6:30 pm: After unwinding for a couple of hours, the Guides have put on their chef’s hats and have a hot dinner 

ready for you.  Some of the dinner entrees we offer are: Grilled Chicken, Steak and Salmon, Stir-Fry, Lasagna, and 

Enchiladas, followed up with a Dutch-oven cake.  This is not pork-and-beans camping!  After dinner you can relax 

with a cup of cocoa or tea next to the campfire under a blanket of stars playing cards, telling ghost stories, and re-

living your adventures from the river.        

 

Day 2-  

7:00 am: In the morning, you’ll wake up to the aroma of freshly brewed “Cowboy” coffee delivered to the door of 

your tent.  When you get up, you’ll see that camp is nearly in full swing and an array of fresh fruit, juice and other 

goodies available for you to nibble on.  The smell of bacon in the air tells you breakfast is nearly ready.  Our 

breakfast entrees may include blueberry pancakes, French toast, or Veggie eggs.  After you eat, it’s time to pack up 

your tent and overnight bags and re-load the van and head out for the day’s river adventure.        

 

10:00 am: We start the second day with Bighorn Sheep Canyon and have the morning to refresh our skills in 

moderate Class III-IV whitewater that is comparable to the popular Browns Canyon section. Rapids such as 

Shark’s Tooth, Spike Buck, and Three Rocks will keep us busy training for the more difficult rapids coming up in 

the Gorge in the afternoon.   

 

12:00 pm: A well-deserved lunch breaks gives you time to dry out and stretch your legs while soaking in the 

bright canyon sun.  Enjoy some tasty hors d’oeuvres while the guides prepare a healthy hearty river side lunch.  

Lunch will be provided at an established lunch area with clean toilets and complementary hammocks to relax in.  

 

1:00 pm: After lunch, it is only a short distance downstream on gently moving water before we enter a cleft in the 

towering walls of the Royal Gorge. Get ready for action because the Gorge’s Class IV-V whitewater is demanding, 

with little room for error. Rapids come fast and furiously! El Primero and El Segundo will get you ready for the 

climax of the day: Sunshine, Sledgehammer, Dire Straits, Wall Slammer, Boat Eater and Corner Pocket. These 

rapids come in quick succession as you pass through the narrowest part of the Gorge. We’ll fly by the base of the 

cog railway, and pass underneath one of the world’s highest suspension bridges. This is what everyone comes for 

and never forgets! 

 

4:00 pm: After the trip, you will enjoy complimentary drinks and snacks on the 1.5-hour ride home from the take 

out to our headquarters.   

 

5:30 pm: When you return to the office, professionally taken photos from your trip will be available for purchase 

or you may choose to remember your trip with a T-shirt, hat or small souvenir.  There is no better way to spend a 

weekend! 
 

 


